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BOOK REVIEWS 319 

"Si le christianisme eAt 6te arrete dans sa croissance par quelque maladie 
mortelle, le monde eut et6 mithriaste." 

Chap, vii is a fascinating discussion of astrology and magic, and chap, viii 
describes the transformation of Roman paganism under oriental influences. 

The translation is accurate, typographical errors have been eliminated, 
and the paper used in this edition is much better than that employed in many 
Teubner books. It is to be hoped that an English translation of this invaluable 
book will soon place an even larger number of readers under obligations to 
M. Cumont. 

Louis E. Lord 

Obehlin College 

Anlike Schriften fiber Seelenheilung und Seelenleitung, auf ihre 
Quellen untersucht. Von Paul Rabbow. I. Die Therapie 
des Zorns. Leipzig: B. G. Teubner. S. 198. M. 6. 

This part of the treatise, the author informs us, is an analysis of the 
literature upon Therapie des Zorns and has for its purpose to prepare the way 
to a definite knowledge of the foundation and fundamental ideas upon which 
is based the technique of a methodical self -discipline and influencing of the will. 

The result reached by this rather intricate but clearly followed literary 
investigation is that the therapeutic part of Seneca's writings, De ira, from 
which the investigation sets out, is substantially the doctrine of Posidonius, 
Uepit 'Opyrjs. To some extent Seneca transformed this doctrine, in some 
measure he faithfully reproduced it, while in some parts of his own writings 
he evinces independence of thought. 

This well-wrought essay in literary-historical criticism brings out again 
and serves to accentuate the fact so often emphasized by the historians of 
Greek philosophy, namely, the intellectual dependence and absence of origi- 
nality which characterize the entire post-Aristotelian period. Of interest to 
the student of psychology is also the fact, brought out in this book, that the 
Greek doctrine of the emotion of anger is faulty, in that it lays stress upon what 
is rather an accident and not the essence of the emotion, and it fails to appre- 
hend the essential element in this emotion. Aristotle's definition 1 of anger 
as "an impulse attended with pain to a conspicuous revenge," and Seneca's 
definition, "the desire of avenging an injury," apply to only one variety of this 
emotion and they leave out the essential element in the true definition. The 
emotion of anger is directed, not to doing evil in return for evil suffered, but 
to the resistance of aggression upon one's life or well-being, and this reaction 
may stop altogether short of revenge. 

John E. Russell 

Williams College 

"See Ars Khetorica, B, cap. 2: i<rru> 5^ bpy^i 6pel-is /«t& Xtarijs ri/uaplas <j>aivoix4vr]s 
3ih <pai.voiJ.4vqv i\iywplav twv els afrrbv f) tQv airov, rot) dXiyapeiv psfi vpocrijKovTot. Edd. 



